
Meet Molly Crabapple (whose name fittingly sounds like a 
heroine in a fairy tale), a New York artist whose drawings have 
been described as “Dr. Seuss meets Toulouse-Lautrec.” She’s 
probably the coolest girl in New York City. I spoke with her 
about art, burlesque, and sideshow freaks, while trying to keep 
myself  from asking her to be my BFF. 

Your beginnings? 
I was just a hustler. When I was in college I would put fliers in 
all the delis offering to draw people’s pets for $20. Basically, any 
chance I had to make a job drawing, I would jump on it. It was 
never like I got a big break; I was never someone who was like 
a golden child. I just kind of  chipped and chipped away until I 
eventually made a living. I think that what might work for most 
people is just being very opportunistic—very ‘do or die.’ 
Favorite experience?
When [author] Neil Gaiman hired me off  of  Twitter, I 
screamed so loud.

What’s Dr. Sketchy’s?
Dr. Sketchy’s Anti-Art School is a bunch of  artists. We go to a 
bar, we draw amazing, glamorous underground celebrities like 
drag queens and porn stars. It’s not a cookie-cutter art school. 
We’re in 130 cities right now. We’re in places like Korea and 
Croatia and Brazil. I’ve always made it really clear that it’s not 
just an American event. We’ve always been something that has 
this local underground scene of  wherever we’re operating.

Favorite makeup?
I think MAC is the standard for showgirl makeup. Studio 6 
will make you totally flawless. But the real burlesque secret is 
slathering yourself  in the ultra-fine glitter that you find in the 
crafts store. Another really cool look is if  you take very small 
Swarovski crystals and put them in the inner corners of  your 
eyes, and then you put on dramatic fake lashes. It makes you 
look like showgirl Bambi. 

Personal style?
I have two general styles. I have my professional drag, which is 
very sleek black, Alexander McQueen–Max Azria type tight 
black pencil skirts and interestingly cut shirts. And then I have 
my other preference, which is…how would I put it? Maybe like 
“gypsy luxe.” It’s giant Alexander McQueen skull rings and tap-
estry coats and fake or vintage fur and beautiful head scarves.  

What’s next?
I have three art books that are coming out with IDW [Pub-
lishing]. I’m incredibly excited! I’m also doing a graphic novel 
right now called Straw House, with my best friend and constant 
co-conspirator, John Leavitt. It’s about an evil magical carni-
val—a carnival of  outcasts, of  different times and places. I’m 
very interested in carnivals and low-end show business. That 
blood-and-glitter aesthetic. I guess I was just inspired by look-
ing at the people who were considered outcasts and unwanted 
in society. 

Career moment?
When I had my first art show at a comic-book store and it 
was really snowy, and I didn’t expect anyone to show up, and 
I thought it was going to be this humiliating failure where I 
just stand there with my mom. But hundreds and hundreds of  
people came, and my work all sold. As you develop a career you 
start to just take it for granted that people will buy your work, 
but the first time, when you’ve first effectively broken through 
the grey wall of  indifference…I don’t think you ever forget 
that. I still remember jumping on the bed after everything  
had ended. 

Keep up with Molly Crabapple at mollycrabapple.com and take a 
look at her new iPhone covers, which are like little works of  art. 
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